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I see good improvement today in Ba's health. If she sur-
vives, take it for certain that our [nature cure] remedies and
faith in God have saved her. She has come to realize that the doc-
tor's medicine was the cause of her breakdown. She was tempted
by a desire to take the doctor's treatment and I did not interfere.
The punishment she received was severe and so the lesson learnt
was equally valuable. Ba showed infinite capacity for * patience.
She did not trouble me at all. The Gools showed great love. The
doctor is a generous man. He does not interfere much with what
I do. We wanted very much to satisfy him, but Ba later showed
great firmness. I always read the Ramayana to her and sing
prayer songs. She appears to listen to these attentively. I repeat
Ramanama also. The intention behind all this is not that she
should survive; it is that, whether she lives or dies, her mind
should be pure and tender. I have made all preparations and
inquired about everything in case she dies. There is a cremation
ground here equipped with the necessary facilities. It is four
miles away.

Blessings from

MOHANDAS
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291. LETTER TO CHHAGAXLAL GANDHI

GAPE TOWN,
Phagm Sud 14, 1970 [March 11, 1914]

CHI* CHHAGANLAL,

I have some time to myself just now. Medh writes to say that
they are plotting again in Johannesburg to take my life. That
would indeed be welcome and a fit end to my work. I would not
be frightened by this and stay away from Johannesburg on account
of this* In case I die suddenly, be the reason this or any other,
I want to set down here certain ideas which I have thought out
and which I have not so far placed before you.

"Service of the famfly should come first." This is quite cor-
rect from the point of view of our supreme interest. He alone
who can render such service will be able to serve the community
or the country. What that service consists in is the only point to
consider. I think selfless conduct will show that quite easily.